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RESOLUTION NO. 14-54

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAL, FLORIDA,
RATIFYING AND APPROVING THE NOMINATION AND
SELECTION OF THE LAW FIRM OF WEISS, SEROTA,
HELFMAN, PASTORIZA, COLE & BONISKE, P.L. TO
SERVE AS THE CITY ATTORNEY FOR THE CITY OF
DORAL; APPROVING THE REPRESENTATION
AGREEMENT ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBIT "A",
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE
AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, Section 3.07 the Charter of the City of Doral (the "City") provides

that the City Attorney may be removed by the City Council at any time and that the

Mayor shall nominate, subject to approval by a majority of the City Council, an individual

attorney or law firm to act as the City Attorney under such terms, conditions, and

compensation as may be established by Council; and

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2014, at a duly-called Regular Meeting of the Doral

City Council, the Mayor nominated, and with majority support from the City Council,

appointed the law firm of Weiss, Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Cole & Boniske, P.L.

(the "Firm") to serve as City Attorney, replacing the law firm of Gray Robinson, P.A.

upon approval of a representation agreement with the Firm; and

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2014, at a duly-called Special Meeting of the Doral

City Council, the Mayor and Council considered a representation agreement received

from the Firm containing the terms under which the Firm is willing to serve as the City

Attorney (a copy of said "Representation Agreement" is attached hereto as Exhibit "A");

and
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WHEREAS, Pursuant to Section 3.09 of the City Charter and Section 2-323 of

the City of Doral Code of Ordinances, the selection of a City Attorney is exempt from

formal procurement; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council believe that the appointment of the Firm

as City Attorney under the terms of the Representation Agreement is in the best

interests of the City and its residents.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

OF THE CITY OF DORAL AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Recitals. Each of the above-stated recitals are hereby adopted,

confirmed and incorporated herein by this reference.

Section 2. Ratification/Appointment. The nomination and selection of the

law firm of Weiss Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Cole & Boniske, P.L. to serve as

City Attorney for the City is hereby ratified, accepted and approved.

Section 3. Approval of Agreement. The Representation Agreement between

the Firm and the City, attached hereto as Exhibit "A", is hereby approved.

Section 4. Implementation. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the

Representation Agreement, and the City Manager is hereby directed to take such other

action as is necessary and appropriate to immediately implement the purposes of this

Resolution and the Representation Agreement.

Section 5. Effective Date. This Resolution shall become immediately

effective upon its adoption.
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The foregoing Resolution was offered Councilmember Ruiz, who moved its

adoption. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Fraga and upon being put to a vote,

the vote was as follows:

Mayor Luigi Boria Yes
Vice Mayor Christi Fraga Yes
Councilwoman Ana Maria Rodriguez Yes
Councilwoman Bettina Rodriguez Aguilera No
Councilwoman Sandra Ruiz Yes

PASSED and ADOPTED this 19th day of March, 2014

LUIGI BORA, MAYOR

ATTEST:

BARBARA HERRERA, CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LgGAI^SUFFICIENCY FOR THE USE
AND RELIANCE?^THEOTYt5FDORM,ONLY:

CITY ATTORNEY



MITCHELL BIERMAN, P.A.
NINA L. BONISKE, P.A.
MITCHELL J. BURNSTEIN, P.A.
JAMIE ALAN COLE, P.A.
STEPHEN J. HELFMAN, P.A.
GILBERTO PASTORIZA, P.A.
MICHAEL S, POPOK, P.A.

JOSEPH H. SEROTA, P.A.
SUSAN L. TREVARTHEN, P.A.

RICHARD JAY WEISS, P.A.
DAVID M. WOLPIN, P,A.

WEISS SEROTA HELFMAX
PASTORIZA COLE & BONISKE, P.L,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

A PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

MIAMI-DADE OFFICE

2535 PONCE DE LEON BOULEVARD

SUITE 7OO

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 33134

DANIEL L. ABBOTT
GARY L. BROWN

JONATHAN M. COHEN
IGNACIO G, DEL VALLE
JEFFREY D. DECARLO
ALAN L. GABRIEL
DOUGLAS R. GONZALES
EDWARD G. GUEDES
JOSEPH HERNANDEZ

JOSHUA D. KRUT
MATTHEW H. MANDEL
ANTHONY L. RECIO
BRETT J. SCHNEIDER
CLIFFORD A. SCHULMAN
ABIGAIL WATTS-FITZGERALD

LAURA K. WENDELL

JAMES E. WHITE

TELEPHONE 3O5-B54-O3OO

FACSIMILE 3O5-S54-23E3

WWW.WSH-LAW.COM

BROWARD OFFICE

2OO EAST BROWARD BOULEVARD • SUITE 19OO

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 333OI

TELEPHONE 354-763-4242 • FACSIMILE 954-7G4-777O

"OF COUNSEL

ADRIAN J. ALVAREZ
LILLIAN M. ARANGO
SARA E. AULISIO
SONJA C. DARBY
ROBERT H. DE FLESCO
BROOKE P. DOLARA
RAOUEL ELEJABARRIETA
CHAD S. FRIEDMAN
ERIC P. HOCKMAN
HARLENE SILVERN KENNEDY1

KAREN LIEBERMAN"
JOHANNA M. LUNDGREN
MIA R. MARTIN
ALEIDA MARTINEZ MOLINA*
KATHRYN M. MEHAFFEY
ROBERT A. MEYERS*
MATTHEW PEARL
JOHN J, QUICK*
TIMOTHY M. RAV1CH*
AMY J. SANTIAGO
GAIL D. SEROTA*
JONATHAN C. SHAMRES
ESTRELLITA S. SIBILA
ALISON F. SMITH
ANTHONY C. SOROKA
EDUARDO M. SOTO
JOANNA G. THOMSON
PETER D. WALDMAN*
SAMUEL I. ZESKIND

March 12.2014

Via Hand Delivery & Email

Mayor I.uigi Boria & City Council
Ci ty of Dora!
8401 N.W. 53rt! Terrace
Ooral.FL33166

Re: City of Doral - LegaS Representation as City Attorney

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

We are delighted that you wish to engage our Firm to perform legal services for the City
of Doral (the "City") as its City Attorney. Our Firm is the preeminent full-service, municipal
law firm in South Florida dedicated to serving as the "one-stop shop" for municipalities seeking
the services of a city attorney firm with ab i l i ty to address the ful l spectrum of issues faced by
municipalities. We are confident that we can be of service to the City. We have found that
clients appreciate a clear understanding of the services that we wi l l perform and the basis upon
which they wi l l be expected to pay for those services.

Please allow this letter to set forth our understanding as to the nature and scope of the legal
services we wi l l provide for the City, the amount ol'our fees for those services, the manner in which
our fees for those services shall be determined and the terms upon which you will make payment.

1. Nature of Legal Services. You have engaged us to serve as City Attorney. Our
services wil l include the representation of the City, working with the Mayor and City Council and
the administration, in all legal matters relating 10 the City's affairs, from day-to-day administrative
issues to the development of policies and programs from the Mayor and Council. The general
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services that the Firm will provide include, but are not limited to, all areas of general municipal
law, land use and zoning, building, permitting, code enforcement and lien law, procurement and
contract law, parliamentary law and procedure, constitutional and legislative issues, and
economic development and redevelopment issues, as well as litigation and dispute resolution in
all administrative, state, federal and arbitral forums at every level. The specialized services that
the Firm is available to provide include, but are not limited to, civil rights and police legal issues,
labor and employment issues, collective bargaining, eminent domain, litigation, appellate
representation, utilities law, environmental and sustainability law, telecommunications, housing
issues, municipal finance, real estate and construction law. The Firm's work will not include those
certain police matters of the City that are currently being handled by special counsel.

While the City has engaged our Firm as City Attorney, Mr. Gilberto Pastoriza and Mr.
Daniel A. Espino will be designated as co-leads on the representation and be principally responsible
for attending to your matters. They will also be assisted by Ms. Lilian Arango. This working team
dynamic creates a redundancy effect in which at all times a dedicated lead attorney is
knowledgeable about all the issues currently being faced by the City. Mr. Pastoriza and Mr.
Espino will attend the regular, special and workshop Council meetings, as well as such meetings
with the administration as may arise from time to time. Depending upon the type of matter which
needs legal attention, different attorneys of the Firm, with specific specialized expertise and/or
experience, may from time to time be assigned by Mr. Pastoriza and Mr. Espino to address the
City's particular legal matters, under the supervision of Mr. Pastoriza and Mr. Espino.

2. Fees for Services. You will be charged and agree to pay for our services on an
hourly basis at a flat, discounted rate of $175.00 for all attorneys of the Firm. It is our practice to
provide unfettered access to our lawyers, offering open lines of communications (providing
home, direct dial and cellular phone numbers), and, as such, we do not charge for conversations
with elected officials; instead, we encourage regular and frequent conversation, so that you may
be as informed as possible without concern of billable time. Additionally, we routinely staff
regular, special and workshop Council meetings with several members of our team, and yet the
City will only be charged the rate of one (1) attorney.

3. Costs. In addition to the attorneys' fees discussed in paragraph 2, the firm will bill
the City for incidental, out-of-pocket costs such as delivery charges, long distance telephone
charges, photocopies, postage, faxes, and computer research expenses. Non-incidental costs such as
court reporter expenses (including cost of transcript and court reporter's fee for attendance), court
costs (such as filing fees, service of process, newspaper publication costs, subpoena costs, witness
fees, recording fees, etc.), accounting and appraisal fees, expert fees, trial/hearing exhibit costs,
investigation costs, will continue to be itemized and billed.

4. Payment of Fees and Costs. Our invoices will be submitted to you on a monthly
basis and each invoice will be due and payable when rendered. You must understand that if any

WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN
PASTORIZA COLE & BONISKE, P.L.
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invoice remains unpaid for more than 30 days after it is rendered, we reserve the right, in our
discretion, to cease to provide further legal services to you. You will, however, be liable to us for
the payment of any fees earned and any costs incurred by us to that time, together with any
applicable taxes.

5. Representation of Other Clients. We are bound by rules of legal ethics not to
represent any client if the representation of that client will be directly adverse to the interests of
another client, unless each such client consents to such representation after consultation. Should
such a situation arise, you will be immediately informed and a proposed manner to address the
conflict will be provided by our office.

6. Withdrawal from Representation and Termination. The City at any time may
choose to terminate this agreement with or without cause and shall only be liable for fees and cost
incurred up to the date of termination. We, likewise, reserve the right to withdraw from representing
you if you have misrepresented or failed to disclose material facts to us, or if we disagree about the
course of action which should be pursued.

7. Fees for Other Services. In the event you ask us to render legal services with respect
to matters outside the scope of this representation agreement, the other matters will be handled on/
under the same terms and conditions as provided for in paragraph 2 of this letter.

8. Commencement of Representation. If the foregoing is agreeable to you, please
acknowledge your understanding and agreement by signing this letter and delivering it to us.

We are honored to return to Doral and be of service to the City once more. We appreciate
your confidence in our Firm and we assure you that we will make every effort to perform our
services in a prompt and efficient manner, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not
hesitate to contact our office to discuss.

Very truly yours,

WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN
PASTORIZA COLE & BONISKE, P.L.

By:
Gilberto Pastoriza— Daniel A. Espino

WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN
PASTORIZA COLE 8c BONISKE, P.L.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AGREEMENT

Having been duly authorized by an affirmative majority vote of the members of the City
Council for the City of Doral, Florida, the undersigned has read this representation agreement and,
on behalf of the City of Doral, Florida, agrees to the terms set forth herein.

AGREED AND ACCEPTED on March / , 2014.

By:

CITY QFpORAy, FLORIDA

J v W * t

Luigi Boria, Mayor

WKISS SEROTA HELFMAN
PASTORIZA COLE & BONISKE, P.L.


