


































below the elevation established by the FIRM. Should solid foundation 
perimeter walls be used to elevate a structure, openings sufficient to facilitate 
automatic equalization of flood hydrostatic forces on both sides of exterior 
walls shall be provided in accordance with standards of the Code. 

(e) Non-Residential Construction. New construction or substantial 
improvement of any commercial, industrial, or non-residential structure shall 
have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated no lower than one foot 
above the base flood elevation, or the back of sidewalk elevation. or if there is 
no sidewalk. the elevation of the highest crown of road or street abutting such 
building site or highest adjacent grade . whichever is higher. or if the road has 
no crown. then the highest edge of cross section of the road shall apply. 

(f) In all cases and for all uses and whether the property is located in a Special 
Flood Hazard Area. or outside. the floor elevation obtained as above 
described. shall be compared against the base flood elevation shown in the 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps and the higher of the two (2) shall be used for 
design and construction. 

(g) 
1) Structures located in A-zones, together with attendant utility and sanitary 

facilities, may be flood-proofed to one foot above the base flood elevation, 
in lieu of elevation, provided that all areas of the structure below the base 
flood elevation plus one foot are designed to be water tight with walls 
substantially impermeable to the passage of water, and with structural 
components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and 
hydrodynamic loads and the effect of buoyancy. A registered professional 
engineer or architect shall certify that the design and methods of 
construction are in accordance with accepted standards of practice for 
meeting the provisions above, and shall provide such certification to the 
Local Floodplain Management Administrator as set forth in the Chapter. 
The FEMA Flood proofing Certificate shall be prepared and submitted to 
the Local Floodplain Management Administrator along with the 
corresponding operational and maintenance plan. 

2) Elevated Buildings. New construction or substantial improvements of 
existing elevated structures that include any fully enclosed area located 
below one foot-above the base flood elevation and formed by foundation 
and other exterior walls shall be usable solely for parking of vehicles, 
limited storage and building access. These enclosed areas shall be 
designed so as to be a flood resistant or unfinished enclosure and 
designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior 
walls by allowing for the entry and exit of flood waters. 

a. Designs for complying with this requirement must either be certified by a 
professional engineer or architect or meet the following minimum criteria: 
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