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tion lessons plans for ap-
proval, per a new state
law. Last September, the
education department told
school districts they had to
send in their reproductive-
health plans for review or
use state-approved text-
books for those lessons.
Previously, local school

boards oversaw the ap-
proval of their districts’
sex-education materials.
But as the Sentinel re-

ported in July, the state
did not respond to the
plans that a number of
districts submitted as an
alternative to the state-
approved curriculum. So
for the 2023-24 school
year, some districts can-
celed the sex-education
lessons typically taught in
the spring.
Now, with the 2024-25

school year underway,
they’ve been told their
plans do not meet state

approval.
Castor Dentel, a former

Orange County teacher,
noted that sex-education
lessons — which in Orange
started in fifth grade — are
voluntary, and parents can
opt their children out if
they do not like the topics
covered. In her six years
on the School Board, those
lessons have never been
an issue.
“No one has ever com-

plained about their kid
learning about reproduc-
tive health,” she added.
The state education

department did not re-
spond to a request for
comments Friday nor to
email requests sent over
the summer when the
Sentinel asked why dis-
tricts reproductive-health
plans had not been ap-
proved.
But in the past, districts

had been able to offer
additional instruction.
Orange schools, for exam-
ple, started their lessons in
fifth grade with a class on
the physical changes of

puberty, and for high-
schoolers, provided con-
versations about contra-
ception and sexually
transmitted diseases,
among other topics.
Orange school leaders

declined to discuss in
detail their interaction
with the state about the
sex education curriculum.
State officials called Bro-
ward educators on Aug. 21
to outline their concerns
with its planned lessons,
according to a memo that
Broward educators put
together about the call.
“Pictures of external

sexual/reproductive anat-
omy should not be in-
cluded in any grade level,”
the memo said, character-
izing the concerns ex-
pressed orally by the state.
“Contraceptives are not
part of any health or sci-
ence standard” but could
be mentioned as “health
resource,” though “pic-
tures, activities, or demon-
strations that illustrate
their use should not be
included in instruction in

any grade level,” it said.
“Different types of sex

(i.e., anal, oral, and vagi-
nal) cannot be part of
instruction in any grade
level,” state officials add-
ed in the call, according to
the Broward memo.
Elissa Barr, a professor

of public health at the
University of North Flor-
ida, said she has heard
from educators who have
been told by state officials
to remove topics such as
contraception and teach
“abstinence only.”
Decades of research

have shown that strategy
is not effective, she said.
“We in Florida, we’re

moving in the wrong di-
rection,” Barr said. “We
should be making data-
driven decisions, and
we’re just not.”
Barr is part of the Flor-

ida Healthy Youth Alli-
ance, a group that ad-
vocates for comprehensive
sexual-health education in
schools. The group wants
teenagers taught the bene-
fits of abstinence — “We

all want our kids to wait
longer,” she said — but
also how to protect them-
selves from sexually trans-
mitted diseases and un-
planned pregnancies
should they become sex-
ually active.
That sort of program,

she said, is the most effec-
tive in convincing teens to
delay sexual activity and
avoid its problematic con-
sequences.
As district officials con-

tact her, Barr has been
keeping a list of words and
phrases that they’ve been
told to remove from their
reproductive-health plans.
They include abuse, con-
sent, domestic violence,
fluids, gender identity and
LGBTQ information, she
said.
Axing the word “fluids”

will make it hard to accu-
rately teach how HIV is
transmitted because it is
spread through blood,
breast milk, semen and
vaginal fluids, she said.
“That’s science.”
All of the district offi-

cials whom Barr spoke
with said they received
phone calls, but no written
communication, from the
education department.
A state-authorized text-

book used in Lake County
high school classes last
year preaches abstinence
as the only effective way
to prevent STDs and preg-
nancy and does not men-
tion contraception. It also
encourages students to go
on group dates rather than
spend one-on-one time
with a partner.
“Our curriculum will

emphasize abstinence and
provide comprehensive
health education to help
students make informed,
healthy decisions,” Bro-
ward Schools said in its
statement. “While ad-
visory groups have ex-
pressed concerns about
changes to the curriculum,
we will adhere to state law
and FLDOE rules.”
Miami Herald Education

Reporter Clara-Sophia
Daly contributed to this
report.
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Only two of the original
four members of SpaceX
Crew-9’s mission to the
International Space Station
arrived to Kennedy Space
Center on Saturday, mak-
ing room on their future
ride home next year for the
pair of NASA astronauts
left behind by Boeing’s
Starliner.
NASA astronaut and

Space Force Col. Nick
Hague and Roscosmos
cosmonaut Aleksandr Gor-
bunov flew into KSC land-
ing at the former space-
shuttle landing facility.
They’re gearing up for a
launch in the Crew Dragon
Freedom atop a SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket from Cape

Canaveral Space Force
Station’s Space Launch
Complex 40 as early as
Thursday – targeting liftoff
at 2:05 p.m. with backup
dates available Friday and
Saturday.
The duo will remain in

quarantine at the Neil A.
Armstrong Operations and
Checkout Building until
launch.
The launch from Canav-

eral will be the first for
SLC-40 as all previous
SpaceX human spaceflights
have been from Kennedy
Space Center. SpaceX built
a second crew access tower
so it could use either pad,
and KSC’s Launch Pad
39-A is being prepped for
NASA’s Europa Clipper
mission, which will fly on a
Falcon Heavy in October.
NASA made the call to

send the Crew Dragon up
with only two passengers so
the Starliner Crew Flight
Test mission’s Butch Wil-
more and Suni Williams,
who arrived to the ISS on
June 6, could make the
return flight when the
Crew-9 mission flies home
in February.
NASA opted to send

Boeing’s spacecraft home
uncrewed after safety con-
cerns with its propulsion
system. Starliner ended up
making a safe return Sept. 7
minus its commander and
pilot, who along with
Hague and Gorbunov, will
be part of the Expedition 72
crew on the station.
Williams will take over

the ISS command once
Crew-9 arrives and the
Expedition 71 mission
officially becomes Expedi-

tion 72. She and Wilmore
spoke to reporters last
week.
“What we look forward

to is being here and being
part of the crew that’s
here,” Williams said. “You
know, we’ve been part of
Expedition 71 they’re a
great bunch of people, and
we’ve tried to just jump in
and do whatever we can.”
Williams and Wilmore

made the CFT flight as
test pilots, but both had
previously stayed on board
the ISS as veterans of both
space-shuttle and Soyuz
missions.
On Monday, three as-

tronauts from Russia and
the U.S. returned to Earth
after leaving the ISS.
Russians Oleg Kono-

nenko and Nikolai Chub
alongside American Tracy

Dyson arrived in a capsule
that touched down in the
expansive Kazakhstan
steppe approximately
three and a half hours
after undocking.
Kononenko and Chub

launched to the ISS on
Sept. 15, 2023, and on

Friday set the record for
the longest continuous
stay on the ISS. Dyson, on
her third space mission,
spent six months aboard
the station.
This report was supple-

mented with information
from Newsweek.
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Aleksandr Gorbunov and Nick Hague arrive at Kennedy
Space Center on Saturday. They are scheduled to launch
to the International Space Station on Thursday.
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