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Positive Health Impacts:
O Decrease mental stress/boost mood
O Reduce heat stroke, heat exhaustion
O Provide skin cancer protection

0 Muffle urban noise

Economic Benefits:

0 Decrease utility bills (from shade)

O Increase property values (up to 15%)
O Increase business traffic

This pamphlet provides guidelines for proper tree
selection, installation, and pruning to promote
tree health, storm resiliency, and life span.
Increasing tree life spans ensure that benefits will
endure for future generations .
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Tree Selection and Installation

When selecting a tree, consider a native species that is wind
and drought tolerant. Please reference the Florida Urban
Forestry Council (FUFC) “Right Tree, Right Place” Guide
(www.fufc.org). When choosing a tree, make sure the tree
meets Florida Grade 1 standards, described below. Refer
to the Florida Agriculture (https://www.fdacs.gov/

Agriculture-Industry/Plants-and-Nurseries ).

High Quality (Florida #1) Low Quality (Cull)
Appropriate height and Sparse cano
Narrow P Py,
spread for rnk canopy for _Unhealthy foliage

Ry P P
Single Full canopy, Codominant
Leader ?:"a;lly Bark inclusion § leaders in
g (weak lower half
attachment
point) Va

Tree left in undersized
container, which has
constricted the root
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When choosing a planting location, allow for adequate space
for the tree’s canopy and roots. Avoid conflicts, including

houses and underground and aboveground utilities. When

planting the tree, follow the installation guidelines below:

Add support stake(s)
during establishment
(typically 9-12 months)

Top of root ball even
with or above ground
surface

No mulch

against trunk Lightly pack soil around

root ball - add water to
settle soil

Dig and turn
soil to loosen

Make 4-inch soil
berm around root ball

Bottom of root
ball rests on
existing soil

4-inch mulch
layer (no more
* than 2 inches
on root ball)

Care for Existing Trees

High winds and heavy rain can wreak havoc on weak and stressed
trees. With proper care and timely maintenance overseen by an
ISA Certified Arborist, trees can be more resistant to storm
damage. The following pruning measures can reduce hazards

both before and after storm events.

Hazard Pruning and Storm Restoration

Sprouts at limb break -
selectively remove over
time

Remove dead
branch

Remove
rubbing
branch

Water sprouts -

selectively
remove over Remove Water sprouts -
time / stub by Remove  Selectively
cutting suckers  Femove over
time

Remove broken back to
branch (back to live  pranch
leader if possible) collar

Structural Pruning — Codominant Leaders

Before After
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Reduction cuts to shorten,
eventually remove leaders
(several cuts over time)
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Care for Existing Trees (Continued)

Structural Pruning — Lopsided Canopy

Before Pruning After Pruning
Perform
reduction cuts
to shorten
branches to
balance canopy

Structural Pruning — Over-Extended Limbs

Before Pruning After Pruning

Perform
reduction cut to
shorten branch
back to edge of
canopy

Proper Pruning Cuts
Reduction Cuts Removal Cuts

Used to remove
dead/broken
branch

Used to shorten
branch (remove 'S |
dead/broken N
parts)
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